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descend from It. Still, not less anxious for peace than in the first instance, Napoleon would at once suspend hostilities; plenipotentiaries from both sides might then meet at Dunkirk, or some other convenient place.
Now, as has so often happened, English action abroad was constrained and interfered with by the influences of faction at home. The sympathies of Fox, as has been seen, had reinforced Pitt in 1794, by the secession of the Portland Whigs. Whether, as in the cases of Portland and of Windham, these actually became members of Pitt's reconstituted administration or remained outside it, they formed the life and soul of the fighting" party, and the most serious of all checks upon the pacific diplomacy of Pitt himself. The international prospect now began pretty consistently to be seen through the medium of the militarism personified by Spencer and Windham. Of these, the former, returning to England from Vienna in 1794, had then become First Lord of the Admiralty ; the latter was now a leading figure on. the War Office stuff.
Under such strong personal influences it had become a fixed article in the faith of Downing Street, that no declared wish of Napoleon for peace; could possibly be sincere. Grenville was not merely the head of the Foreign Office ; he was the most orthodox and rigid incarnation of its prejudices, its punctilios, its proprieties, its red-tapery and its routine. "The First Consul/* he said, in his most pompously oracular and infallible manner, " wishes to gain time and to put your Majesty and your servants off guard/* Pitt insisted on his right to judge for
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